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They dared not in the wood remain,
Hence higher ground they must attain,
SALADIN  DEFENDS  ACRE
And when at dawn the Turks did fare
Forth from the town, and saw them there,
Behold, all Acre was disturbed,
Its knights excited and perturbed.
They sent to tell Saladin then
That a handful of Christian men
Had moved upon them foolishly
And that he should come hastily                                            2,800
To cut their heads off and to spare
Not one, because they would not dare
Defend themselves. Exceedingly
Was Saladin rejoiced thereby j
He was at Beaufort, which he pressed
With vigor and sought to invest31
He called reserves, and gave command
Through all the reaches of his land
That they to Syria should make
Their way at once, for plunder's sake.                                  2,810
Too many came, may God confound
Them, Who made earth and heaven around.
Had we been chopped up inch by inch,
Each one would not have had his pinch.
The third day that our men were on
The lofty summit of Toron
(Where all night long they kept their arms
To ward off Saracens7 alarms),
Behold, the men of Saladin,
31 Saladin had been delayed for some time by the siege of Beaufort (Belfort, Kalaat
es Schekif) which had been prolonged through the guile and trickery of Renaud of
Sidon. Renaud was sent to prison, and the negotiations were broken off in August, but
the castle did not surrender until the following April (Beha ed Dan, pp. 141-43, 150-
53, 174). The Erades (p. 125) says that Saladin was at Roche Guilkume when he had
. this news from Acre.